
AGENDA 
COLUMBIA HEIGHTS TRAFFIC COMMISSION 

MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 2018; 5:30 P.M. 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
I. ROLL CALL 
 
II. APPROVAL OF JUNE 4, 2018 MINUTES 
 
III. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. CONSTRUCT BARRIER ALONG JEFFERSON STREET AND LOWER SPEED LIMIT ON 46½ AVENUE 
 

The City Engineer met with a consulting engineer to discuss options for constructing a barrier along 
Jefferson Street across from 46½ Avenue.  The barrier must be designed to stop a vehicle from 
continuing westbound, but not seriously injure a vehicle driver or passengers when hitting it head on. 

 
Staff researched lowering the speed limit on 46½ Avenue.  According to State Statute, a residential 
roadway of less than one-half mile in total length can be designated as 25 miles per hour if adopted by 
the road authority having jurisdiction over the residential roadway.  The 25 mph designation would 
need to be adopted by both the Columbia Heights and Hilltop City Councils.   

 
The attached summary of a Posted Speed Limit Study conducted by MnDOT clearly shows drivers’ 
behavior does not change simply by reducing the posted speed limit.  Staff does not recommend 
lowering the speed limit on 46½ Avenue.   
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION:  Move to deny the request to lower the speed limit on 46½ Avenue.  

   
IV. OTHER OLD BUSINESS 
  
V. NEW BUSINESS 
 
 The MUTCD guidelines for two-way stop signs are included in your packet. 
  

A. REQUEST FOR STOP SIGNS AT THE INTERSECTION OF 4TH STREET AND 43RD AVENUE 
 
Mr. Gregory Johnson has requested STOP signs, stopping traffic on 4th Street at 43rd Avenue.  Mr. 
Johnson’s concern is traffic speed.  The e-mail request is in your packet.   
 
This is a T-intersection.  Visibility is good.   
 
Traffic on 4th Street stops at 42nd Avenue and at 44th Avenue.  Traffic on 43rd Avenue must turn 
either north or south onto 4th Street.   
 
There was one reported accident at this intersection during the previous five years.  The accident 
was on May 20, 2016 and damaged City property. 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION:  Move to deny the request for stop signs at the intersection of 4th Street 
and 43rd Avenue.   
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B. REQUEST FOR STOP SIGNS AT THE INTERSECTION OF POLK STREET AND 42ND AVENUE 
 
Ms. Stephanie Stroik has requested STOP signs at the intersection of Polk Street and 42nd Avenue.  
Ms. Stroik provided the following concerns in the attached e-mail: 

-Numerous people either are not aware it's an uncontrolled intersection or do not care and 
speed right through. I have seen and heard close calls of near collisions, cars honking or 
squealing tires. 

-During winter snow banks are so high drivers including myself are unable to see traffic 
coming from the cross street. I find myself needing to stop in order to safely cross.  

-There are many children that ride their bikes in this area and the extra stop should make it 
safer for them.  
 

The intersection is skewed at an angle.  Visibility at the intersection is fair. 
 
Traffic on Polk Street stops at 41st Avenue and Arthur Street.  Traffic on 42nd Avenue stops at 
Reservoir Boulevard and Arthur Street. 
 

 There have been no reported traffic accidents at this intersection within the last five years. 
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  Move to deny the request for stop signs at the intersection of Polk 
Street and 42nd Avenue. 

 
VI. OTHER NEW BUSINESS 
 
VII. REPORTS 
 

A. CITY ENGINEER 
 

1. Requests for Disabled Parking Signs 
 

At the request of the residents, disabled parking signs have been installed at the following 
locations: 

• 4256 Van Buren Street, Permit number 814664,  
• 4419 Jefferson Street, Permit number 044166806, and  
• 3708 2½ Street, Permit number E83939  

 
B. POLICE CHIEF 
 

 C. COMMISSIONERS 
  
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The City of Columbia Heights does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission or access to, or treatment or employment in,  
its services, programs, or activities. Upon request, accommodation will be provided to allow individuals with disabilities to participate in  
all City of Columbia Heights' services, programs, and activities. Auxiliary aids for handicapped persons are available upon request when  
the request is made at least 96 hours in advance.  Please call the City Council Secretary at (763) 706-3611 to make arrangements.  



UNAPPROVED 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS TRAFFIC COMMISSION 
MONDAY, June 4, 2018 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Carlson at 5:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Members present: Commissioners Carlson, Clerkin, Olson, and Schluender 
Members absent: Commissioners Doty  
 
Staff present:  Kathy Young, Assistant City Engineer 
   Lenny Austin, Police Chief 
   Sue Schmidtbauer, Public Works Secretary 
  
Council Liaison: Connie Buesgens 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Clerkin, seconded by Olson, to approve the minutes of May 7, 2018 as presented.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 
OTHER OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
RESIDENTS PRESENT:  
 David Fuhrmann, Blaine (656 46-1/2 Avenue) Greg Teigland, 4630 Jefferson Street 
 Shirley Hartley, 665 46-1/2 Avenue   Linda Teigland, 4630 Jefferson Street 
 Rohhol Hamimoune, 659 46-1/2 Avenue  No name, 686 46-1/2 Avenue 
 Kim Nixon, 686 46-1/2 Avenue   Karen Rolf, 676 46-1/2 Avenue 
 Dave and Karen Rolf, 676 46-1/2 Avenue  Dave Rolf, 676 46-1/2 Avenue 
 Nate and Sarah Tkach, 4619 Jefferson Street  Bashir Siyad, 685 46-1/2 Avenue 
 Lindsay Hall, 655 46-1/2 Avenue  
 
A. PUBLIC HEARING TO DESIGNATE 46 1/2 AVENUE AS ONE-WAY EAST BOUND FROM JEFFERSON 

STREET TO MONROE STREET 
 
 On March 19, 2018 a westbound vehicle on 46 1/2 Avenue flew over the Jefferson Street divide and 

crashed through the entrance of a house on the west side of Jefferson Street.  Although this was the 
most dramatic incident, the guard rail and fence have been hit by westbound vehicles at least 
annually.     

 
 In Columbia Heights, 14 households will need to go north on Monroe Street and use one of the 

other east-west streets to access Jefferson Street. 



Traffic Commission Minutes – June 4, 2018 
Page 2 
 
 
 
 Traffic counts were obtained for approximately 48 hours beginning May 14th.  The counts are shown 

below and represent vehicles traveling in both directions. 
 
 

Location 48 hour count Avg Daily Traffic (ADT) 
46 1/2 Avenue  East of Jefferson Street    515      258 
46 1/2 Avenue  West of Monroe Street    219      110 

      
Monroe Street North of 46 1/2 Avenue 1,185      593 
Monroe Street South of 48th Avenue 1,612      806 

 
 Staff is requesting 46 1/2 Avenue be designated as one-way east bound.  This will have the least 

impact on travel and plowing operations. 
 
 Greg Teigland, 4630 Jefferson Street, stated his house is the one that the car ran into.  Luckily no 

one was hurt.  He has lived there eight years.  When the car crashed into his house there was no ice 
or slippery road conditions, the excuse was no brakes.  The vehicle went right in-between the 
guardrails and didn’t hit anything until it landed in the yard and crashed into the house.  Mr. 
Teigland stated there have been at least five cars that have slid down the divide.   

 
 David Fuhrmann lives in Blaine and is representing his parents.  His parents have lived at 656 46-1/2 

Avenue for a very long time and this has always been a scare for them.  Drivers’ race down the 
street and there’s no speed limit sign.  He would like a 25 mph blinking speed limit sign to slow 
traffic down.  He feels the one-way designation is foolish.  Emergency vehicles use the road all day 
long.  States winter is tough going up and down that street and vehicles slide down the hill.  He feels 
the first step would be to have a sign showing how fast vehicles are going.  It’s no surprise after all 
these years that someone hit a house.  Carlson advised that there are 30 mph signs wherever you 
enter Columbia Heights.  Mr. Fuhrmann stated many people aren’t aware of that. 

 
 Lindsay Hall, 655 46-1/2 Avenue, is concerned about accessibility of her house in the winter time.  

Her car cannot make it up the hill during winter.  Feels three out of four vehicles at the bottom will 
not make it up that hill in winter.  When you come up the Jefferson ramp and turn you cannot get 
enough speed to go up the hill and that worries her. 

 
 Nate and Sarah Tkach live at 4619 Jefferson Street right before the turn onto 46-1/2 Avenue.  They 

have lived there eight years and have seen a lot of accidents.  They feel it’s a dangerous spot.  They 
use the salt and sand that’s available through the City but have seen cars slide down the hill.  They 
agree with the one-way designation but are concerned about emergency vehicles and school buses, 
as well as accessibility of the houses on that block.  They feel the school bus stop should definitely 
be moved due to the slippery hill in the winter. 

 
 Linda Teigland, 4630 Jefferson Street, has pictures of the damage the car did to her house.  She is 

currently living in her kitchen and bedroom and won’t have her whole house back until July.  The 
driver did $40,000 worth of damage to her home and had no insurance.  She also has small 
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grandchildren that could have been killed.  She is in favor of the one-way. 
 
 Owner of 686 46-1/2 questioned why other people should pay the consequences of reckless drivers.  

He cannot get up the hill in the winter.  He lives on the “T’ and stated vehicles end up in his yard due 
to careless driving when coming up the hill.  He would like it to stay a two-way because you cannot 
make it up the hill in the winter.  There could be an accident trying to back down the hill as well. 

 
 Rohhol Hamimoune, 659 46-1/2 Avenue, has lived there 15 years.  He does not want 46-1/2 Avenue 

made a one-way because cars cannot make it up the hill.  The guardrail cannot stop cars coming 
down the hills, need a highway block and flashing lights. 

 
 Greg Teigland suggested making 46-1/2 Avenue a dead-end disallowing a right turn to go up the 

street. 
 
 Karen Rolf, 676 46-1/2 Avenue, would like it to remain a two-way because it is hard to get up the 

street in the winter.  Feels it’s not plowed or salted enough.  Suggested signs stating no 
thoroughfare or speed bumps at the bottom of the hill.  Emergency vehicles need the road.  Making 
it one-way is an inconvenience to everyone.  Carlson stated speed bumps cause more damage 
because in winter cars lose control.  Olson questioned the ramifications of speed bumps.  Young 
stated the only ones she knows of are on Circle Terrace Boulevard and you cannot get an even clean 
street when plowing because you have to lift the blade of the plow.  Ms. Rolf suggested roughing up 
the road to wake people up.  Carlson also advised that drivers do not slow down in winter or read 
the signs for speed bumps.  Ms. Rolf asked for the street to be no thoroughfare except for people 
who live on that street, perhaps with a sticker showing permission to drive up and down.  Olson 
advised there are no passes for violating the law. 

 
 The resident at 686 46-1/2 asked who’s liable if a car can’t get up the hill because it’s not plowed, 

backs down and hits a car.  Is the City liable for not plowing good enough? 
 
 Bashir Siyad, 685 46-1/2 Avenue, has lived there for almost eight years.  He has tried to get up the 

hill from Jefferson Street and states it is very difficult.  He also believes the City should do something 
to protect the homes.  He feels the 30 mph speed limit is too fast, suggested 15 mph.  The speed 
limit needs to be reduced.  He does not want to drive two miles around other streets to get to 
Jefferson Street.  His car also cannot make it up the hill in winter.  He feels the City can come up 
with a better solution. 

 
 Dave Rolf, 676 46-1/2 Avenue, has lived there for 25 years and has seen a lot, including school buses 

trying to come down the hill and getting hung up at the stop sign.  He feels sorry for the house that 
was hit and feels there is something the City can put there.  Xcel Energy has put pipes and cement 
down around their transformers and they have never been hit.  He feels it is ridiculous not being 
able to go up and down the hill.  He does not want to attempt to drive up a snowy hill every time he 
comes home.  There’s also an elderly couple at 686 4-6/12 Avenue who would need to try to make it 
up the hill.  Thinks 5-6 pipes with chains should be used or double chains.  Feels there will be more 
accidents with the one-way due to cars having to back part way or all the way down the hill in the 
winter and possibly hit another vehicle.  Most accidents that have happened have been due to ice 
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and buses. 
 

Mr. Fuhrmann suggested a barrier like Fridley built on Old Central Avenue by the Holiday Gas 
Station.  States it’s like a freeway barrier.  Apparently they had a lot of accidents there so built it for 
that reason.  Feels Jefferson Street and 46-1/2 Avenue is a poor design and someone could have 
gotten killed in that house.  A car can hit the roof of some of those houses if it’s coming too fast.  
States a barrier has been tabled in the past due to the cost but feels will need to spend money to 
make it safe. 
 
Mr. Teigland stated because Jefferson is a one way from 46th to 47th Avenue he must go south to get 
to his house.  He goes to 47th Avenue east of Jefferson because the hill on 46-1/2 Avenue is not easy 
to get up.  He then uses 49th Avenue and turns right on Jefferson Street.   Carlson stated he does the 
same.  Mr. Teigland stated that if the car would have hit his house three minutes earlier his niece 
and nephew would be dead right now.  He does not know how sturdy a barrier would need to be to 
stop a car or at what speed.  Agreed it could be an option.  The car that hit his house came through 
where there was no rail, right through the path, and was going more than 20 mph. 
 
Young stated we would have to look at a barrier.  This has been discussed but not to the extent of 
this discussion.  Olson stated you’re not going to stop anything unless you put up steel and concrete 
poles.   
 
Mr. Fuhrmann asked how much it cost to put in the walkway and flowers.  He feels the City is 
worried more about the beauty versus the safety of the hill.   
 
Ms. Rolf stated she often sees vehicles going the wrong way on the divide. 
 
Young advised the group that she also had a resident come into her office today with similar issues 
regarding 46-1/2 Avenue. 
 
Olson stated, on behalf of the Traffic Commission, that they are extremely concerned that this 
happened.  From listening to the residents who have voiced their opinions, designating 46-1/2 
Avenue as one-way is not the answer.  Feels a barrier may be warranted.  If cost is a factor, he 
thinks the City should take it into consideration.  The structure of the road cannot be changed and a 
one-way designation is not going to help anyone. 
 
Ms. Tkach added that we also need to consider that the pathway is used by pedestrians and 
children walking to school.   
 
A speed limit sign or slow down sign is also needed. 
 
The Traffic Commission agreed unanimously to consider a barrier and table this issue tonight 
because a barrier is not part of the public hearing agenda. 
 
Ms. Tkach asked if in the interim we could reduce the speed limit coming down the hill.  Young 
advised that vehicles are approaching a stop sign so they should be slowing down.  The residents 



Traffic Commission Minutes – June 4, 2018 
Page 5 
 
 

feel 30 mph is too fast coming down that hill.  Young advised that the speed limit is set by the MN 
Department of Transportation.  It is possible to inquire about obtaining a waiver to change the 
speed limit but the 30 mph is a citywide speed limit. 
 
Motion by Olson to disregard the recommended motion to designate 46 ½ Avenue as one-way east 
bound and instead have the City seriously investigate a barrier.  Motion seconded by Clerkin.  
Addition to motion by Schluender to request a reduced speed limit from MnDOT and post it.  
Motion passed unanimously. 

  
NEW BUSINESS 
 None 

 
OTHER NEW BUSINESS 
 None 
 
REPORTS 
 
CITY ENGINEER 

1. The Traffic Commission will continue to meet on the first Monday of the month at 5:30 p.m. 
2. No Parking on the south side of 39th Avenue from the roundabout to Central Avenue was 

approved by the City Council at their meeting on May 14th. 
3.  Young advised she has not had time to check with the City of Minneapolis regarding the stop 

signs.  She did print the information they had on their website which basically states that they 
follow the MUTCD guidelines. 

POLICE CHIEF 
 None 

 
COMMISSIONERS 

1. Carlson asked about the red stripes that are put on stop signs.  He had another request for them 
because they draw attention to the stop sign.  Young stated we do put them in areas where we 
need to make a high visibility, high impact statement.  Carlson would like to see them on all stop 
signs.  Young advised it would just become ignored, just like everything else.  Olson agreed.  
Spring Lake Park has flashing stop signs and drivers are beginning to ignore them. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Olson, seconded by Schluender to adjourn the meeting at 6:26 p.m.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Sue Schmidtbauer 
Public Works Secretary 
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MINNESOTA MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES 

FEBRUARY 2015 

 

 

The MUTCD guidelines for installing STOP or YIELD signs at intersections are 

listed below: 

 

Engineering judgment should be used to establish intersection control.  The 

following factors should be considered: 

A. Vehicular, bicycle, and pedestrian traffic volumes on all approaches; 

B. Number and angle of approaches; 

C. Approach speeds; 

D. Sight distance available on each approach; and 

E. Reported crash experience. 

 

YIELD or STOP signs should be used at an intersection if one or more of the 

following conditions exist: 

A. An intersection of a less important road with a main road where 

application of the normal right-of-way rule would not be expected to 

provide reasonable compliance with the law; 

B. A street entering a designated through highway or street; and/or 

C. An unsignalized intersection in a signalized area. 

 

In addition, the use of YIELD or STOP signs should be considered at the 

intersection of two minor streets or local roads where the intersection has more 

than three approaches and where one or more of the following conditions exist: 

A. The combined vehicular, bicycle, and pedestrian volume entering the 

intersection from all approaches averages more than 2,000 units per day.   

B. The ability to see conflicting traffic on an approach is not sufficient to allow 

a road user to stop or yield in compliance with the normal right-of-way rule 

if such stopping or yielding is necessary; and/or 

C. Crash records indicate that five or more crashes that involve the failure to 

yield the right-of-way at the intersection under the normal right-of-way rule 

have been reported within a 3-year period, or that three or more such 

crashes have been reported within a 2- year period. 

 

YIELD or STOP signs should not be used for speed control. 
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Kathy Young

Subject: FW: Stop sign petition

From: Johnson, Gregory D [mailto:Gregory.D.Johnson@HealthPartners.Com]  
Sent: Monday, June 18, 2018 2:14 PM 
To: Katie Bruno 
Subject: Stop sign petition 
 
Good day to you. 
  
As a nearly 20 year resident of Columbia I have yet to really use my local government for any reason. 
That change begins today. 
I would like some information on the process of how about going about petitioning the city for what now clearly is 
needed. A minimum two‐way stop sign for 4th St NE. at 43 rd. for north and south traffic. 
Year after year the downhill stretch from 42nd to 44th has become a license to speed for many people. 
30mph I believe is on the books but quite frequently with the aid of personal radar gear I am finding 40mph to 50mph 
far too often. 
I know most cities only take action upon a tragedy but I really would love to give this a heads up on this. Numerous slow 
down signs in yards apparently are scoffed at or just plain ignored. 
Can I attend a city council meeting such as this on the 25th, and is there a few minutes give over to open forum for 
citizens to express local concerns? 
  
Thank you in advance. 
Gregory Johnson 
4305 4th st NE 
Columbia Heights, MN 55421 
  
Email at Gregory.D.Johnson@Healthpartners.com 

   ________________________________   
 
This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely 
for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you are not the 
intended recipient or the individual responsible for delivering the e-mail to the 
intended recipient, please be advised that you have received this e-mail in error and 
that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly 
prohibited. 
 
If you have received this communication in error, please return it to the sender 
immediately and delete the original message and any copy of it from your computer system. 
If you have any questions concerning this message, please contact the sender. Disclaimer 
R001.0 
 

 
Disclaimer: Information in this message or attachment may be government data and thereby subject to the Minnesota Government 
Data Practices Act; may be subject to attorney‐client or work product privilege; may be confidential, privileged, proprietary, or 
otherwise protected. The unauthorized review, copying, retransmission, or other use or disclosure of the information is strictly 
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, please immediately notify the sender of the transmission error and 
then promptly delete this message from your computer system.  
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Kathy Young

From: Stephanie Stroik <miskestephanie@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2018 2:44 PM
To: Kathy Young
Subject: Stop Sign Request

Hi Kathy, 
 
Thanks for meeting with me today. I would like to put in a formal request to add two stop signs to the 
intersection of 42nd and Polk St NE.Please add this to the meeting for consideration Aug 6th at 5:30 pm.  
 
My husband and I are taking a birthing class (we are due in Sept.) during that time of the meeting. Does a 
community member need to be there to represent us, since we can't make it ? 
 
Reasons I think stop signs are needed: 
-Numerous people either are not aware it's an uncontrolled intersection or do not care and speed right through. I 
have seen and heard close calls of near collisions, cars honking or squealing tires. 
-During winter snow banks are so high drivers including myself are unable to see traffic coming  from the cross 
street. I find myself needing to stop in order to safely cross.  
-There are many children that ride their bikes in this area and the extra stop should make it safer for them.  
 
I am not sure how many accidents have happened in this intersection during the past, but it would better having 
the stop signs and preventing injury or death.  
 
Thank you so much for your time, 
 
Stephanie Stroik 
(763)-486-8063 
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	Mr. Teigland stated because Jefferson is a one way from 46th to 47th Avenue he must go south to get to his house.  He goes to 47th Avenue east of Jefferson because the hill on 46-1/2 Avenue is not easy to get up.  He then uses 49th Avenue and turns ri...
	Young stated we would have to look at a barrier.  This has been discussed but not to the extent of this discussion.  Olson stated you’re not going to stop anything unless you put up steel and concrete poles.
	Mr. Fuhrmann asked how much it cost to put in the walkway and flowers.  He feels the City is worried more about the beauty versus the safety of the hill.
	Ms. Rolf stated she often sees vehicles going the wrong way on the divide.
	Young advised the group that she also had a resident come into her office today with similar issues regarding 46-1/2 Avenue.
	Olson stated, on behalf of the Traffic Commission, that they are extremely concerned that this happened.  From listening to the residents who have voiced their opinions, designating 46-1/2 Avenue as one-way is not the answer.  Feels a barrier may be w...
	Ms. Tkach added that we also need to consider that the pathway is used by pedestrians and children walking to school.
	A speed limit sign or slow down sign is also needed.
	The Traffic Commission agreed unanimously to consider a barrier and table this issue tonight because a barrier is not part of the public hearing agenda.
	Ms. Tkach asked if in the interim we could reduce the speed limit coming down the hill.  Young advised that vehicles are approaching a stop sign so they should be slowing down.  The residents feel 30 mph is too fast coming down that hill.  Young advis...
	Motion by Olson to disregard the recommended motion to designate 46 ½ Avenue as one-way east bound and instead have the City seriously investigate a barrier.  Motion seconded by Clerkin.  Addition to motion by Schluender to request a reduced speed lim...
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